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FRENCH BUSINESSMAN CHRISTOPHE BENZIMRA WINS EPT WARSAW

Warsaw, Poland, October 25, 2009: French businessman Christophe Benzimra beat Italian professional poker player Alfio Battisti heads-up today to win the EPT Warsaw champion’s title and a first prize of 1,493,170 PLN (approx. €358,644), and a seat at the EPT Grand Final in Monte Carlo next year.
Benzima, 47, runs a Plexiglas factory in Bucharest, Romania, and only took up poker three years ago. He has competed at almost every EPT in the last two years but had yet to cash in a main event. He said: “I think I was lucky today. I am not a professional player, I play for fun. I really enjoyed it but I’m not giving up work! I play poker just for the pleasure of it.”
The EPT Warsaw main event at Casinos Poland at the Hyatt Regency Hotel, was one of the biggest poker tournaments ever held in Poland attracting 203 players from around the world each paying 25,000 PLN to create a total prize pool of more than 4.7 million PLN (approx. €1,145,826). It was the fourth time the EPT has visited the Polish capital.

Runner-up Alfio “aLFiosNob” Battisti, a SuperNova Elite on PokerStars, takes 834,840 PLN (approx. €200,520) back home to Latina, near Rome in Italy. 

Team PokerStars PRO Luca Pagano was eliminated in fourth place for 357,790 PLN (approx. €85,938). It was a bitter-sweet finish for the 31-year-old Italian who broke all his own records in Warsaw; reaching a fifth EPT final table and recording his 12th cash finish, but who was disappointed in defeat. Pagano has now overtaken fellow Team PokerStars PRO Bertrand “ElkY” Grospellier to top the EPT all-time Tournament Leader Board. His best result in terms of money remains his sixth place finish at the Season 4 Grand Final in Monte Carlo, worth €337,000.
Canadian PokerStars qualifier Clayton Mozdzen, 26, one of 33 players to win their main event seats on PokerStars, came sixth, earning 233,750 PLN (approx. €56,144). The other four finalists were Ruslan Prydryk from Ukraine, Russian players Anatoly Gurtovoy and Alexander Klimashin, and the chip leader at the start of the day Oleksandr Vaserfirer who finished third. 

Among the 24 players to cash were PokerStars Passport winner Shaun Deeb and Polish PokerStars player Wojciech Polak. Team PokerStars PRO Dario Minieri won the EPT Warsaw high roller event earning €77,206 (approx. 322,375 PLN).

For blog reports, please see the PokerStars blog and video blogs on PokerStars.tv.

	 
	Name
	Country
	PokerStars status
	PLN (€)

	1
	Christophe Benzimra
	France
	
	1,493,170
(€358,644)

	2
	Alfio Battisti
	Italy
	PokerStars SuperNova Elite
	834,840
(€200,520)

	3
	Oleksandr Vaserfirer
	Ukraine
	
	500,900
(€120,311)

	4
	Luca Pagano
	Italy
	Team PokerStars PRO
	357,790
(€85,938)

	5
	Ruslan Prydryk
	Ukraine
	
	295,770
(€71,041)

	6
	Clayton Mozdzen
	Canada
	PokerStars qualifier
	233,750 (€56,144)

	7
	Alexander Klimashin
	Russia
	
	186,050
(€44,687)

	8
	Anatoly Gurtovoy
	Russia
	
	133,570
(€32,082)


The next event of EPT Season 6 is EPT Vilamoura in Portugal from November 17-22, 2009. Satellites are running now on PokerStars for both Vilamoura and the PokerStars Caribbean Adventure in January. See www.ept.com for further details.

About www.pokerstars.com:

PokerStars.com is the world’s largest poker site, with more than 27 million members around the world. It’s the first choice of the world’s top players, with more daily tournaments than anywhere else and the best security online. More hands have been dealt on PokerStars.com than any other site, over 33 billion hands dealt to date and more than 190 million tournaments played. 

PokerStars.com operates worldwide under the license from the Isle of Man Government. .A recent addition to the PokerStars family, PokerStars.IT, operates in Italy under an Italian Government license.

PokerStars is in the record books, boasting the Guinness World Record for ’Largest Online Poker Tournament’ and ‘Most Players on an Internet Poker Room’.

PokerStars regularly sets the bar high, staging some of the biggest online and live poker tournaments in the world: 

· The European Poker Tour (www.ept.com) attracts the best players and currently generates the biggest prize pool of any poker tour

· The Latin American Poker Tour (www.lapt.com) unites the best players in South America

· The Asia Pacific Poker Tour (www.appt.com) does the same across the Pacific

· The World Cup of Poker, a unique fixture on the poker calendar that combines the online and live poker worlds for a team challenge that pitches nation against nation

· PokerStars is also the official sponsor of the; Russian Poker Tour, The Italian Poker Tour, The Czech-Slovak Poker Tour, The Australia-New Zealand Poker Tour

PokerStars is also home to an elite team of sponsored players known as Team PokerStars Pro – a group of established and up and coming players that travel the world competing in international tournaments. For a full list of Team PokerStars Pros visit http://www.pokerstars.com/team-pokerstars/. 
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