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ALLAN BAEKKE wins FIRST ept SNOWFEST for €445,000
Saalbach-hinterglemm, austria, March 27, 2010 – PokerStars player and online pro Allan “Sifosis” Baekke has become the first EPT Snowfest champion for a first prize of €445,000. The 27-year-old Dane from Copenhagen beat American PokerStars qualifier Russell Carson, also 27, to win the tournament at the Alpine Palace in Saalbach-Hinterglemm, one of Austria’s premier ski resorts. It was the first EPT event to take place in the Austrian Alps. 
Baekke normally plays high-stakes heads-up tournaments online but has been chasing an EPT title since Dortmund in season three and has played 15 EPT Main Events. His best live result before Snowfest was coming second in a €2,000 side event in Berlin two weeks ago. He said: “I had a good rush all week but some very tough tables and Russell was a hard heads-up opponent. He’s a very good player. I’m very happy – every poker player wants to win an EPT. Actually my goal was always to win two EPTs so now I’m half way there.” As well as the EPT title, Baekke also wins a seat to the €10,000 EPT Grand Final in Monte Carlo next month. 

Runner-up Carson, from Powell River, British Columbia is well-known online as "rdcrsn" and was railed enthusiastically by Canadian supporters. He won his seat in a $22 PokerStars re-buy tournament. A total of 546 players from 48 countries entered the €3,750 buy in Main Event creating a total prize pool of €1,853,680.
Team PokerStars Pro Johannes Strassmann won €166,000 for third place but was disappointed to miss out on an EPT title. It was the 25-year-old German player’s fourth EPT final table and ninth EPT cash overall. He now zooms up the EPT all-time Tournament Leader Board to third place and now lies just behind his team mates Luca Pagano and Bertrand "ElkY" Grospellier.

A total of 27 Team PokerStars Pros competed at Snowfest which combined action on Saalbach-Hinterglemm’s celebrated ski slopes with world-class poker action indoors. Seven Team PokerStars Pros made the money including Richard Toth, Johannes Steindl, Christophe De Meulder, Lex Veldhuis and Alex Kravchenko. Vadim Markushevski came 28th, his fourth EPT cash this season.

EPT Kyiv winner Max “Decay” Lykov was eliminated in 13th place but gained enough points to ensure he now leads the race to become EPT Player of the Year. 
In EPT Snowfest side events, Team PokerStars Pro Fatima Moreira de Melo came third in the €1,000 side event for €23,000 while PokerStars-sponsored player Julien Brecard came 49th in the Main Event and then followed it up with a second place in the €500 rebuy. They had the same nemesis: Canadian Sorel Mizzi won both of those tournaments. 

The Main Event was filmed for a two-hour television documentary on the German TV sports channel DSF and the last two days were also covered by the celebrated EPTLive webcast. For blog reports, please see the PokerStars Blog and video blogs on PokerStars.tv.

Final table/payouts: 

	 
	Name
	Country
	 PokerStars status
	Payout

	1
	Allan Baekke
	Denmark
	 PokerStars player
	€ 445,000

	2
	Russell Carson
	Canada
	 PokerStars qualifier
	€ 296,000

	3
	Johannes Strassmann
	Germany
	 Team PokerStars Pro
	€ 166,000

	4
	Alain Medesan
	Romania
	
	€ 111,000

	5
	Brent Wheeler
	USA
	PokerStars qualifier
	€ 88,000

	6
	Jonathan Schroer
	USA
	PokerStars FPP qualifier
	€ 65,000

	7
	Lukas Baumann
	Austria
	PokerStars FPP qualifier
	€ 46,000

	8
	Daniel van Kalkeren
	Holland
	
	€ 37,000


The next stop on the European Poker Tour is the €5,400 buy-in PokerStars.it EPT San Remo event in Italy, running from April 15 – 21, 2010. In terms of player numbers, EPT San Remo was the biggest EPT last season attracting 1,178 players to the Italian Riviera. For more information, please visit http://www.ept.com.

About www.pokerstars.net:

PokerStars.net is the world’s largest poker site with more than 32 million members around the world. It’s the first choice of the world’s top players with more daily tournaments than anywhere else with the best security online. More hands have been dealt on PokerStars.net than any other site, that’s over 40 billion hands dealt to date and more than 283 million tournaments played. 
PokerStars.net operates worldwide under the license from the Isle of Man Government. A recent addition to the PokerStars family, PokerStars.IT, operates in Italy under the Italian Government license.

PokerStars.net is in the record books, boasting the Guinness World Record for ’Largest Online Poker Tournament’ and ‘Most Players on an Internet Poker Room’.

PokerStars.net regularly stages some of the biggest online and live poker tournaments in the world: 
· The World Championship of Online Poker (WCOOP) is the premier yearly online poker tournament series in the world 
· The Spring Championship of Online Poker (SCOOP)
· The World Blogger Championship of Online Poker (WBCOOP)

· The World Cup of Poker a unique fixture on the poker calendar that combines the online and live poker worlds for a team challenge that pitches nation against nation

PokerStars.net is the official sponsor of some of the biggest live poker tournaments in the world;

· The European Poker Tour attracts the best players and currently generates the biggest prize pool of any poker tour
· The North American Poker Tour a new and exciting tour held in North America
· The PokerStars.net Caribbean Adventure staged on the shores of Paradise Island in the Bahamas is where thousands of players compete for a share of millions in prize money 

· The Latin American Poker Tour unites the best players in South America
· The Asia Pacific Poker Tour does the same across the Pacific
· As well as regional tours; The Italian Poker Tour, The Australia-New Zealand Poker Tour and The UK and Ireland Poker Tour
PokerStars.net is also home to an elite team of sponsored players known as Team PokerStars.net Pro – a group of established and up and coming players that travel the world competing in international tournaments. For a  list of Team PokerStars.net Pros visit http://www.pokerstars.net/team-pokerstars/. 
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