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KEVIN MACPHEE wins ept berlin for record €1 million
Berlin, germany, March 7, 2010 – PokerStars qualifier Kevin “ImaLuckSac” MacPhee has won EPT Berlin for a record €1 million first prize. The 29-year-old from Idaho beat Finnish player Ilari Tahkokallio to take down Germany’s biggest ever poker tournament and the first EPT in the German capital. As well as the title, MacPhee also wins a seat to the EPT Grand Final in Monte Carlo in April.

A total of 945 players from 48 countries entered the €5,300 Main Event creating a total prize pool of €3,686,400.

MacPhee has a phenomenal track record of winning seats to EPT events but has never before had a big cash. He’s been following the EPT circuit since the beginning of Season 5 and has competed in 15 events, winning seats to 14 of them. He was one of 243 players who won their seats to EPT Berlin on PokerStars.

MacPhee is a well-known online player who broke the PokerStars record for most Tournament Leader Board points in April 2008, accruing more than $100,000 profit in a month. EPT Berlin was the second time he had found himself heads-up against Tahkokallio. The first was last October in a £1,000 side event at EPT London – which Tahkokallio won.

MacPhee said: “Winning an EPT was a real goal of mine. I have worked very hard for this. It feels awesome. Ilari is an extremely good player and I’ve got a lot of respect for him.”

EPT Berlin, which was held by Casino SPIELBANK Berlin, was interrupted on Saturday – Day 4 of the event – when an armed robbery took place. The gunmen targeted the registration desk outside the tournament area at the Grand Hyatt Hotel but no one was seriously injured and the suspects fled after a security guard intervened. The tournament resumed after a few hours and a police investigation is
now
under way. 

At the time of the raid, Tahkokallio was involved in a huge pot with Italian Luca Cainelli. Cainelli was ahead with AQ v Tahkokallio’s A. When the event resumed, tournament director Thomas Kremser said the players could consider the hand dead and take their chips back. However, despite the fact that he was losing the hand, Tahkokallio said the river card should be dealt – a sporting gesture greeted by applause. Tahkokallio, a professional poker player for two years, said: “I like to be fair and play in good spirit. It wasn’t even really a choice for me.” He later busted Cainelli and his second place finish netted him €600,000

Among those who made a deep run in the EPT Berlin Main Event were Russian EPTLive commentator Ilya Gorodetskiy, who came 16th for €25,000 and Team PokerStars Pro Jude Ainsworth who went out in 19th place for €23,500. Other Team PokerStars Pros to make the money were Johannes Strassman, Ben Kang and George Danzer from Germany, Vlad Zguba from Ukraine, Vadim Markushevski from Belarus, Briton Julian Thew, the “Flying Dutchman” Marcel Luske and William Thorson from Sweden.
In EPT Berlin side events, Team PokerStars Pro Noah Boeken came fifth in the €1,000 PLO tournament and Team Poker SportStar Fatima de Melo made the final of the €330 Ladies Event.

Final table/payouts: 

	 
	Name
	Country
	 PokerStars status
	Payout

	1
	Kevin MacPhee
	USA
	PokerStars qualifier 
	€1,000,000 +

EPT Grand Final seat

	2
	Ilari Tahkokallio
	Finland
	
	€600,000

	3
	Marc Inizan
	France
	
	€350,000

	4
	Artur Wasek
	Poland
	
	€280,000

	5
	Ketul Nathwani
	UK
	PokerStars player
	€210,000

	6
	Marcel Koller
	Switzerland
	
	€165,000

	7
	Marko Neumann
	
	PokerStars qualifier
	€120,000

	8
	Nico Behling
	Germany
	
	€72,000


The next stop on the PokerStars.com European Poker Tour is the €3,750 buy-in EPT Snowfest event in the Austrian Alps ski resort of Saalbach-Hinterglemm, running from March 21-26, 2010. For more information, please visit http://www.ept.com.

About www.pokerstars.net:

PokerStars.net is the world’s largest poker site with more than 32 million members around the world. It’s the first choice of the world’s top players with more daily tournaments than anywhere else with the best security online. More hands have been dealt on PokerStars.net than any other site, that’s over 40 billion hands dealt to date and more than 283 million tournaments played. 
PokerStars.net operates worldwide under the license from the Isle of Man Government. A recent addition to the PokerStars family, PokerStars.IT, operates in Italy under the Italian Government license.

PokerStars.net is in the record books, boasting the Guinness World Record for ’Largest Online Poker Tournament’ and ‘Most Players on an Internet Poker Room’.

PokerStars.net regularly stages some of the biggest online and live poker tournaments in the world: 
· The World Championship of Online Poker (WCOOP) is the premier yearly online poker tournament series in the world 
· The Spring Championship of Online Poker (SCOOP)
· The World Blogger Championship of Online Poker (WBCOOP)

· The World Cup of Poker a unique fixture on the poker calendar that combines the online and live poker worlds for a team challenge that pitches nation against nation

PokerStars.net is the official sponsor of some of the biggest live poker tournaments in the world;

· The European Poker Tour attracts the best players and currently generates the biggest prize pool of any poker tour
· The North American Poker Tour a new and exciting tour held in North America
· The PokerStars.net Caribbean Adventure staged on the shores of Paradise Island in the Bahamas is where thousands of players compete for a share of millions in prize money 

· The Latin American Poker Tour unites the best players in South America
· The Asia Pacific Poker Tour does the same across the Pacific
· As well as regional tours; The Italian Poker Tour, The Australia-New Zealand Poker Tour and The UK and Ireland Poker Tour
PokerStars.net is also home to an elite team of sponsored players known as Team PokerStars.net Pro – a group of established and up and coming players that travel the world competing in international tournaments. For a  list of Team PokerStars.net Pros visit http://www.pokerstars.net/team-pokerstars/. 
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