PokerStars QUALIFIER CARTER PHILLIPS WINS PokerStars 
european poker tour barcelona
Barcelona, Spain, September 9, 2009: Youth triumphed over experience at the PokerStars.com EPT Barcelona tournament this week when 20-year-old American PokerStars qualifier Carter Phillips beat UK veteran Marc Goodwin.

Both players were a dominant force throughout the €8,300 main event and, for spectators, the tense three-hour heads-up appeared to be a clear-cut battle between the online and live worlds. 

Phillips, who takes €850,000 back home to North Carolina, has notched up numerous online successes including winning the PokerStars €500k guaranteed and the PokerStars Sunday Second Chance tournament. He has also won the PokerStars €100 rebuy event three times. However although his live career may be in early stages, Phillips went deep in both EPT San Remo and the Monte Carlo Grand Final last season as well as snagging €29,500 a few days ago after chopping the first side event of EPT Barcelona.
Goodwin, 49, represented the “old school” at the Barcelona final, a veteran of live events all over the world with a poker career dating back nearly three decades. He won his first ever tournament in 1979, some ten years before Phillips was even born and his live tournament earnings now total over $1.4 million. However the father-of-five from Birmingham is no slouch online. He specialises in cash games, scooping up to £40k in a night’s play.

Visibly moved by his win, Phillips said: “It’s unbelievable. I was hoping that I’d be in this position some day, but for it to happen so early in my career is amazing. Marc Goodwin is a great player. It was a tough battle.”

Third-place finisher was PokerStars-sponsored player Santiago Terrazas who takes €300,000 back home to Madrid - the biggest sum won by a Spaniard at an EPT. 
A total of 478 players competed at Casino Barcelona creating a total prize pool of €3,382,000. Nearly 50 players – including Phillips, twice – won their seats in online qualifying satellites on PokerStars. Among the top pros who took part were Team PokerStars PROs Daniel Negreanu, Bertrand "ElkY" Grospellier and Jason Mercier as well as Team PokerStars SportStar Boris Becker and the PokerStars-sponsored French rapper Bruno “Kool Shen” Lopes. 

Final table/payouts: 

	 
	Name
	Country
	PokerStars status
	€

	1
	Carter Phillips
	USA
	PokerStars qualifier
	€850,000

	2
	Marc Goodwin
	UK
	
	€530,000

	3
	Santiago Terrazas
	Spain
	PokerStars sponsored
	€300,000

	4
	Mihai Manole
	Romania
	
	€250,000

	5
	Asa Smith
	UK
	
	€200,000

	6
	Toni Ojala
	Finland
	
	€160,000

	7
	Matt Lapossie
	Canada
	PokerStars qualifier
	€120,000

	8
	Georgios Kapalas
	Greece
	
	€80,000


The last two days of EPT Barcelona were broadcast live on PokerStars.tv in five languages; the event was also filmed for television.

The next event of EPT Season 6 is the EPT London Poker Festival. With 16 events planned - including the £5,300 main event and £20k high roller, EPT London promises to be the biggest series of poker tournaments  ever held in the UK. The festival kicks off September 30, 2009 at Hilton Metropole Hotel. See www.ept.com/tournaments/london  for event details.

About www.pokerstars.com:

PokerStars is the world’s largest poker room with over 26 million members worldwide. It’s the premier destination for the world’s top players - with numerous tournaments running every day. PokerStars is renowned for offering the best software and security in the online poker world.  PokerStars:

· Has dealt over 32 billion hands

· Has run more than 190 million poker tournaments

· Holds the Guinness World Records for ‘Largest Online Poker Tournament’ and ‘Most Players at an Internet Poker Room’ 

PokerStars hold the biggest online poker tournament series in the world - The World Championship of Online Poker (WCOOP). This is the premier online poker tournament series in the world. The 2009 WCOOP will run 45 events, including three High Roller events, and will conclude with the No Limit Hold’em Main Event which has a guaranteed prize pool of $10,000,000.

PokerStars is the official sponsor of the: European Poker Tour (www.ept.com), PokerStars Caribbean Adventure, Latin American Poker Tour (www.lapt.com), Asia Pacific Poker Tour (www.appt.com) and The World Cup of Poker.

PokerStars is the home of Team PokerStars Pro, a group of veteran and up-and-coming players from around the world who play online at PokerStars and are sponsored by the site in international tournaments around the world. For more information please visit www.pokerstars.com. 

